more by artificial means. Speaking on groundwater resources, he said groundwater is the source of most of the water needs in Karnataka. Dr. Hegde also expressed concern on the unscientific ways of disposal of waste water to the surface water bodies and unscientific usage of fertilizers in the rural areas which are contaminating the water resources. He also spoke about the constraints in the policies and opined that the public, government organizations and the research fraternity should work together for the management of water resources.
The second talk was by Dr. Srinivas Reddy, on "Droughts -Global, national and regional scenarios with special reference to Karnataka". Poor rainfall, he said, has been mainly responsible for recurring droughts in the State. Speaking about the rainfall pattern of Karnataka he stated that eastern part of Karnataka is drought prone and the rainfall is very less. Dr. Reddy informed the audience about the "Varuna Mitra" -a 24X7 call center facility provided by the government for the farmers and highlighted that his organization gives real time information about the weather conditions through SMS.
The 2 nd session focused on the multidimensional issues of droughts and finding mitigating measures through desalination of sea water. The Session was Chaired by Dr. N. Sivanna, Professor of political science, ISEC, Nagarbhavi, Bangalore. In the first talk of the session Dr. Jeevan Kumar, Professor of Political science provided multifarious impacts of droughts like political, social and economic and made a thorough analysis of the problems and stressed how it has impacted different sections of the society. He also stressed on the focus required for policy change for effective addressing of the problem.
In the second talk of the session, Mr. Ajay Chole projected an action plan of implementing a desalination plant in Maratwada region of Maharashtra, a chronic drought-prone region of India. He highlighted that a desalination plant is proposed near Mumbai and the desalinated water will be transmitted up to the origin point of Godavari River in Nasik, and the water will thus reach Mumbai along the river course. He discussed about the feasibility of the project and said that a desalination plant will cost up to 28.5 lakh US dollars for 10,000 m 3 /day capacity unit. The 3 rd session chaired by Dr. H.S.M. Prakash, the Deputy Director General (Rtd.,), Geological Survey of India, highlighted on the alternative power sources for sea water desalination and the management strategies for rural India. The first talk was delivered by Dr. Naganagouda, Director, National Training Centre for Solar Technology, KPCL, Bangalore, highlighted the use of solar power for energy requirement for desalination. He explained that solar energy is harnessed by nature in evaporating sea water which in turn gets condensed and fall back as rain, helping natural hydrological cycle to happen. In a similar way, we can harness solar energy to desalinate sea water and transport it to needy areas. He also spoke about the ecological balance and said that Karnataka being an upland region have almost 200-350 sunny days a year and since the solar energy is renewable, the cost of desalination can be easily reduced.
Dr. Rajendra Hedge, the director of NBSS, LUP, Bangalore speaking about "Reinventing management strategies -the dire need for sustainable management in rural areas" stressed on the need of effective utilization of the existing water resources for sustainable development. He emphasized that amicable use of water and land have profound influence on pioneering efforts like crop diversification and nurturing horticultural crops. He observed that maintaining soil health and innovative methods of optimal utilization of available water will render a helping hand in drought prone regions which in turn improve the economic status of the country.
